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with that of a policeman setting about an awkward job ? Will
historians detect in this struggle some elements of a European
Civil War? Is not Germany's real transgression in our
opinion that she has reverted to the doctrine of complete
national sovereignty and broken those ties and contracts
which were destined to limit that sovereignty? Are we
beginning to think of ourselves as not only Englishmen and
Frenchmen but also as Europeans ?

No. Such optimistic deductions from the peculiar war
spirit of our people and the general interest manifested in the
reconstruction period are not justifiable. Nevertheless, even
if positive signs of a sense of European citizenship are but
faint and infrequent, there are plenty of negative signs that
nationalism of the nineteenth-century type is evoking little
enthusiasm. Of particular importance is the fact that this is
true even of the Third Reich, every report from which con-
firms that actual enthusiasm for this war exists only amongst
the professional enthusiasts of the party, while the majority of
the people accept it, more cheerfully or less cheerfully, as one
of the burdens fate has imposed on them. In spite of seven
years of physical and spiritual preparation, it is clear that
the only class in Germany who can be made to see war as a
romantic and glorious adventure are the adolescents. This,
was not the case in Germany, or even here, in 1914 when
war still had considerable glamour and its outbreak was
greeted with gaiety.

This slump in chauvinism, which is manifested ia vary-
ing degrees throughout Europe, is not in itself any safe-
guard against war. It has to be converted into a new and
wiser enthusiasm before it will have a positive value to
Europeans in their search for security.

I am strongly of the opinion that a statement of the general
principles of an intended New Deal for Europe would be of
gfeat value to the Allies in the business of winning the war.
First, it would be a signer emblem in the political maelstrom
of to-day to which our people could rally. Secondly, it
would be a precise and ingest reminder to the neutrals of
the difference between us and our adversaries (they being
inetmed to become owr-mfcerested in the immediate threat